
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PubMed 

Database Guide 

PubMed is a freely available database maintained by the National Library of Medicine in the United States. It comprises 

more than 20 million citations for biomedical literature from MEDLINE, life science journals, and online books. Citations may 

include links to full-text content from PubMed Central and publisher web sites. 

Access this database 

Go to http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed, or follow the instructions below: 

• Go to the Library Homepage: http://library.otago.ac.nz/billrobertson/index.html 

• Click on Databases & Article Searching, under the heading Research Tools. 

• Browse Databases A-Z 

• Select PubMed 

•

Search this database:  Basic Search 
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This is the basic search – enter 

relevant keywords (not sentences) 

For help using Pub Med, try 

these links. 

Search this database:  Advanced Search 

 

Specialty searches limit to a 

type of publication (e.g. clinical 

trials) or to types of subject 

heading common to all medical 

databases (e.g. MeSH 

headings).  

The advanced search provides more options for 

building your searches and viewing your results. 

 

Enter your keywords here and choose which field you want to narrow them 

to (e.g. title/abstract) then click Add to Search for the words to appear in 

the Search box above. 

It is possible to preview 

your search results or set 

limit options (e.g. type of 

journal, date and language). 

It is also easy to view previous searches (in a session) and the 

number of results retrieved. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not getting the results you want / want to edit your search?  The search box remains at the 

top of the results list for easy editing (enter new search words or choose different limits).  

Manage your results: 

Select articles by clicking the boxes (to the left of each result). Then click on Send to (top and bottom of your screen) for 

options to Save / Print/ Email all or some your selections. 

Referencing journal in APA (for more examples, refer to the APA Referencing Guide) 
 

Powaski, K. M. (2006). Nursing interventions in pediatric palliative care. Child and adolescent psychiatric clinics of North America, 

15(3), 717. 

 

Search results: These are the results of Search #1 

 

Off the 7 results, one is available in full text. 

Click on the title to get more information about the article, 

including the abstract (summary), related articles and/or 

MeSH (medical subject headings) terms. 

 

Choose: 

File – download the 

selected citations as a 

txt file 

Clipboard - download 

the selected citations to 

your clipboard for 

pasting into a Doc. 

E-mail – email the 

selected citations to 

yourself 


